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The venue for the second Guangxi Horticulture Expo in Guilin. Local authorities are trying to integrate tourism with other sectors for more balanced growth.

Scenic Guilin has grand plans for growth

By ZHANG ZHAO
zhangzhao@chinadaily.com.cn

“East or west, Guilin scenery
is best” Virtually all Chinese
people know the old saying
that has been passed down for
the last 800 years.

The splendid natural beauty
makes the city of Guilin in
Guangxi Zhuang autonomous
region among the most popu-
lar tourist destinations in the
entire country.

The fame of its landscape
is reflected in the picture on
the back of China’s 20-yuan
banknote. It is the sight of spec-
tacular karst mountains and
a fisherman on a bamboo raft
floating down the Lijiang River.

The river is now a UNESCO
World Heritage site candidate.

As one of the first Chinese
cities to open up to the out-
side world, Guilin was made an
indicator of the nation’s tour-
ism industry by the UN World
Tourism Organization. It also
serves as permanent host city
of a tourism research forum
organized by the Pacific Asia
Travel Association.

Despite its fame, the city lags
behind the national average in
per capita GDP and average net
income. It is also still on its way
to expanding the tourism mar-
ket while finding a balanced
model to develop the industry.

Last November, the Nation-
al Development and Reform
Commission approved a series
of tourism plans that “will be
principles to guide the city’s
socioeconomic development,
for now and the near future’,
said Zhao Leqin, the top official
in the city.

The blueprint calls for Gui-

lin to become a world-class
sightseeing destination, a
national model for eco-civi-
lization, a pilot development
zone for tourism innovation
and a regional hub for cultural
exchanges.

Balanced growth

In addition to tourism, the
guidelines also cover modern
agriculture and services, low-
carbon industries, transpor-
tation and logistics systems,
environmental protection and
social management.

They also grant preferential
policies to Guilin for land man-
agement, taxation, financing
and investment.

Zhao now envisions an
industrial system that inte-
grates tourism with other sec-
tors as increasing attention is
placed on improving liveli-
hoods, market administration
and eco-friendliness.

The city government will
first focus on improving ser-
vices and infrastructure such as
airports, railways and highways
in the coming three years, he
said.

By the end of 2015, tourism
is expected to generate 20 per-
cent of local GDP, while the
service industry is projected to
contribute 40 percent.

Over a longer term, the city’s
goal is to become a world sight-
seeing and resort attraction and
a platform for international
tourism cooperation and cul-
tural exchanges. Tourism will
contribute more than 25 per-
cent of the local GDP by 2020.

By that time, the plan calls
for the city to have an econo-
my centered around tourism
that is augmented by balanced
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Mao’er Mountain, a nature preserve in Guilin’s Xing’an county.
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The city’s twin towers are named after the sun and the moon.

20

percent
of local GDP expected to come
from the tourism sector by the
end of 2015

23

functional areas

planned in the city, each with
different focuses

That (the series of
tourism plans) will be
principles to guide the
city’s socioeconomic
development, for now
and the near future.”
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modern agriculture, high-tech
industries and advanced man-
ufacturing. It will also develop
a number of influential brands
in tourism, culture and exhibi-
tions.

‘Big gift’

The national strategy to
develop the city into an inter-
national tourism attraction is
“abig gift given at a good time’,
said Mayor Huang Junhua. “Tt
will be a new engine to drive
Guilin's economy.”

The city government has
mapped out 23 functional
areas, each with different
focuses, and introduced many
projects in tourism, infrastruc-
ture and services.

In the Lingui New District, a
pilot zone for innovative poli-
cies established in 2007, the
administration planned 276
major projects last year with
a combined value of nearly 20
billion yuan ($3.2 billion).

This year, the city govern-
ment will invest 56.6 billion
yuan in 584 projects. It will also
host a number of international
activities such as the seventh
UNWTO/PATA Forum on
Tourism Trends and Outlook,
the fourth China Guilin Inter-
national Tourism Expo and
the fourth Guilin International
Scenery Culture & Tourism
Festival.

Smaller-scale tourism pro-
motion campaigns and festi-
vals will be held in some dis-
tricts and even suburban areas.

City plans call for improve-
ments in the local transporta-
tion network including high-
speed railways and highways
that link the city with neigh-
boring regions. It is also laying
the groundwork for a bonded
logistics park adjacent to the
airport.
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Zhao Leqin, Guilin’s top official, talks with reporters on Tuesday after a news conference on the city’s development plans.
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Cycling race in Guilin. Mass wedding with Guilin’s scenic landscape as a backdrop.



